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Greg Barton

Research Professor and Chair of Global Islamic Politics at the Alfred
Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation

Summary

Greg has thirty-five years of experience researching Islam and social
movements in Indonesia and Southeast Asia. He is know for his
work on Indonesia, Islam, Muslim society, and politics, as well as
terrorism and countering violent extremism, in Indonesia and across
the Muslim world. He works extensively in Indonesian and has
travelled to Indonesia on multiple trips each year since commencing
his PhD fieldwork in 1988.

Since August 2015, he has been Research Professor in Global
Islamic Politics at the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and
Globalisation (ADI) at Deakin University. Greg is also an Adjunct
Professor at Universitas Indonesia (Ul), working in the School of
Strategic and Global Studies (SKSG).

At Monash, Greg also led a diverse team of researchers on a large
project studying based in the Global Terrorism Research Centre
(GTReC), drawing on his work researching Jemaah Islamiyah and
related terrorist groups in Southeast Asia.

Greg’s biography of Indonesia president Abdurrahman Wahid, and
his study of the terrorist group Jemaah Islamiyah have been widely
influential. He has been active in inter-faith dialogue initiatives for
40 years, and has a deep commitment to building understanding of
Islam and Muslim society. The central axis of his research interests
is the way in which religious thought, individual believers and
religious communities respond to modernity and to the modern
nation state. He also has a strong general interest in international
relations, security studies and comparative international politics.
Beginning in 2004, he has made a comparative study of progressive
Islamic thought in Turkey and Indonesia. He is a frequently
interviewed by the Australian and international electronic and print
media on Islam, Islamic and Islamist movements, security, and
terrorism around the world, and on Southeast Asia and the politics of
the Muslim world.

Greg’s most recent book (co-edited and written with Matteo Vergani)
is Countering Violent and Hateful Extremism in Indonesia: Islam,
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Gender and Civil Society (Palgrave 2022). He is currently working on
an ARC Linkage project on Appropriate International Development
Intervention Responses to Address Violent and Hateful Extremism

in Asia, researching hateful and violent extremism in Indonesia,

the Philippines, Mozambique and Kenya; an ARC DP project on
Religious Populism, Emotions and Political Mobilisation in Turkey,
Indonesia and Pakistan; having recently concluded an ARC DP
project on Religious diversity in Australia: Strategies to maintain
social cohesion.

Experience

Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation

Media and public engagement
August 2015 - Present (9 years 9 months)

Greg is a frequent contributor to media discussion and public speaking and
has been consistently engaged at a high level for the past 25 years. In the
12 months from August 2022 to August 2023, for example, he had 815 media
engagements. This consisted of 364 engagements on radio, 306 on TV,

101 in online articles, 26 in print articles, 11 in podcasts, and 7 in magazine
articles. These engagements have a cumulative potential audience reach of
89,782,947.

Greg has published several hundred OpEd essays. Recent essays include:

1 July 2024. ‘A decade later the allure of ISIS recruitment lingers’. 360info.org

https://360info.org/a-decade-later-the-allure-of-isis-recruitment-lingers/

22 April 2024. ‘The Return of Terrorism to Southeast Asia’. Asialink
https://asialink.unimelb.edu.au/insights/the-return-of-terrorism-to-southeast-

asia

16 April 2024. ‘Why is the Sydney church stabbing an act of terrorism, but the
Bondi tragedy isn’t?’, The Conversation
https://theconversation.com/why-is-the-sydney-church-stabbing-an-act-of-

terrorism-but-the-bondi-tragedy-isnt-227997

23 March 2024. ‘Why would Islamic State attack Russia and what does this

mean for the terrorism threat globally’, The Conversation.
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His 47 contributions to The Conversation can be found at:

https://theconversation.com/profiles/greg-barton-10990/articles

The Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation
Research Professor and Chair of Global Islamic Politics

July 2015 - Present (9 years 10 months)

At ADI Greg leads research on social inclusion and pluralism, Islam and

civil society, democratisation, and countering violent extremism. He is also

a co-founder and member of the Executive Committee for the Addressing
Violent Extremism and Radicalisation to Terrorism (AVERT) network (https://
www.avert.net.au) and the Centre for Resilient and Inclusive Societies (CRIS
https://www.crisconsortium.org). He leads research into hate and hateful
extremism, and the interactions between hateful extremism and violent
extremism, both in Australia and in Southeast Asia. He is a Senior Fellow with
the UAE-based Hedayah Center in Abu Dhabi (since its foundation in 2013)
working on P/CVE. Greg is also an Adjunct Professor at Universitas Indonesia
(UI), working in the School of Strategic and Global Studies in the Postgraduate
Faculty.

He has led and participated in a series of major research and consultancy
projects:

1.In 2016 - 2025, Greg Barton & Matteo Vergani (Deakin University)
Southeast Asian Network of Civil Society Organisations (SEAN-CSO) working

together against violent extremism (Dept Home Affairs).

2.1n 2021 - 2025, Greg Barton & Anthony Ware, with Dave Husy at Plan
International Australia, Appropriate International Development Intervention
Responses to Address Violent and Hateful Extremism in Asia, researching
hateful & violent extremism in Indonesia, the Philippines, Kenya and

Mozambique.
3.1n 2016 - 2022, Greg Barton with Ezzy (UTas), Bouma (Monash), Halafoff,

(Deakin), Beaman (Ottawa), Jackson (Warwick), ARC DP Religious diversity in

Australia: Strategies to maintain social cohesion.
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4.In 2022 - 2025, Greg Barton with |hsan Yilmas, Zahid Ahmed & Ana-
Maria Bliuc, Religious Populism, Emotions & Political Mobilisation in Turkey,

Indonesia & Pakistan.

5.1n 2021 - 2022, Greg Barton with Joshua Roose & Shahram Akbarzadeh,
Dep Defence 2021 Strategic Policy Grants Program “Tracking the evolution of

the Indonesia-China relationship in a post-COVID-19 context”.

Hedayah Center

Senior Fellow
2013 - Present (12 years)

As a non-residential Senior Fellow with the UAE-based Hedayah Center in Abu

Dhabi, Greg works on countering violent extremism.

Monash University
Herb Feith Research Professor for the Study of Indonesia
January 2007 - July 2015 (8 years 7 months)

From 2007-2015 Greg was the Herb Feith Professor for the Study of Indonesia
at Monash University where he taught politics and international relations

and led research on radicalisation disengagement in the Global Terrorism
Research Centre (GTReC). He was also a member of the Australia-Indonesia
Centre (AIC) staff team from the time of the establishment of AIC at Monash in

2014. Whilst at Monash he also served on Academic Board.

At Monash, Greg also led a diverse team of researchers on a large project
studying radicalisation based in the Global Terrorism Research Centre
(GTReC), drawing on his work researching Jemaah Islamiyah and related

terrorist groups in Southeast Asia.

This involved him in four major research projects:

1. In 2009-2014, Greg with Dr Peter Lentini, Dr S Moss (Monash), Dr G
Gaetanod llardi (Victoria Police) led an ARC Linkage Grant : Radicalisation,
Counter-Radicalisation, and De-Radicalisation: Developing a New
Understanding of Terrorism in the Australian Context (ARC Linkage.

2.1n 2012-2014, Greg with Dr lan Chalmers (Curtin University), Dr Zifirdaus
Adnan (UNE) and A/Prof John Horgan (University of Pennsylvania) he
undertook a US Ambassadors Fund for Counterterrorism funded project

entitled: The Making and Unmaking of Indonesian Mujahidin.
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3. 1n 2010-2014, Greg with Dr Thomas Reuter (University of Melbourne)

ARC DP: Under New Leadership: A study of the composition, behaviour and
interactions of cultural, religious and political elites in democratic Indonesia.

4. In 2010-2014, Greg with Prof Julian Millie (Monash) and Prof Miko
Moriyama (Nanzan University) ARC DP: Glocalisation and sub-national
Islams in Indonesia: neo-traditionalism, local Islam and the commemoration of

regional Islamic legacies.

Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (APCSS)
Associate Professor
January 2006 - January 2007 (1 year 1 month)

Greg continues to be involved in teaching counter-terrorism courses at the
Asia Pacific Centre for Security Studies (APCSS) in Honolulu and with other

institutions and agencies

Deakin University
13 years 11 months

Associate Professor
February 1992 - December 2005 (13 years 11 months)

Greg taught at Deakin University from 1991 to 2006 (he spent 2005 on
sabbatical and long service leave at the Asia Research Institute in NUS,
Singapore, and in Istanbul and Boston). Whilst completing his PhD, he was
approached to join the Indonesian studies program at Deakin. He chaired,
taught and developed Indonesian language units, developed and taught

units studying Indonesian history and society. Prior to that he had taught
Indonesian at the Australian Defence Force School of Languages at Point
Cook, as well as teaching Indonesian at Monash University. In 1994, he was
approached to join Deakin’s Religious Studies program a pioneering program
established under Professor Max Charlesworth, based in the Waurn Ponds
campus but with many students taught in distance studies mode. When the
Religious Studies program was reduced at the end of decade Greg transferred
to the Politics program. He pioneered, developed and taught innovative new
units on Political Leadership in both Geelong and Melbourne campuses. He
pioneered the development and teaching of units on political leadership in both
Geelong and Melbourne campuses using innovative eLearning technology

incorporating video and audio recordings.
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During this initial phase of his academic career, he was involved in three major
research projects.

1. 1997 — 1999 with Dr Abdullah Saeed ARC Discovery, The Influence of
Islamic neo-Modernism on Islamic thought and social attitudes in Indonesia.

2. 1999 - 2001 with Prof Arief Budiman ARC Large Grant Islam and Civil
Society in Indonesia: Muslim NGOs, intellectuals and generational change in a
society in crisis.

3. 2004 - 2007 with Prof Sue Kenny ARC Discovery, Capacity-building in

Indonesian Islamic NGOs

Senior Lecturer
1997 - 2004 (7 years)

Greg focussed on Religious Studies & Politics

Lecturer
1993 - 1997 (4 years)

Greg specialised in Indonesian Studies

Education

Monash University
PhD, Asian Studies / Islamic Studies - (1988 - 1995)

Monash University
Bachelor of Arts (Honours), Asian Studies - (1987 - 1987)

Monash University
Bachelor of Arts (BA), Asian Studies - (1984 - 1986)

RMIT University
Bachelor of Aeronautical Engineering - (1981 - 1983)

Rotary Youth Exchange Australia
Exchange Student, Gujarat, India - (1980 - 1981)
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